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to Ms satisfaction, and 1 returned to His Gloomy Excellency
upon the heights.

After I had delivered my despatches I added that I had
been commissioned by General Michdmann to make a report.
General Witzendorff looked me searchingly up and down.
f< How/1 he asked, ts did General Michelmann come to com-
mission Your Royal Highness with a report ? Did he not
recognise Your Royal Highness and report fittingly ? "

I said he' had not, expressed the belief that the General had
taken me for a despatch rider, and described my meeting with
him. The result was astonishing to a degree. His Staff
observed the stern features of their Commander-in-Chief
convulsed by something extraordinarily like a sniiie. His
Excellency had condescended for the first, time, and openly
before Ms Staff, to smile. I soon discovered the cause of his
amusement. General Michelmann it was at whose expense
all the good stories known to the corps were told, and now
lie had, all unwittingly, gathered to himself another, and a
true one. The tale was told and duly relished that evening
round all the camp fires in Westphalia,

As far as service was concerned, the year 1885 passed in
much the same way as had 1884. On 2nd September, 1885,
I relinquished the command of the First Battalion on my
appointment to the command of the First Regiment of Foot
Guards at the autumn manoeuvres. This gave me the
opportunity of fraternising1 constantly with the Divisional
Commander, General von Schlichting. He was possessed by
the importance of the proper and skilful use of territory,
especially by riflemen, without reference to alinement, which
at that time still played a large part in tactics. The manoeuvres
concluded with an attack on the Hakenberg east of Berlin,
for which the First Regiment of Foot Guards (Reserves) under
my command were detailed by His Excellency von Schlichting.
My father was a spectator of the successful storming and
carrying of the height.

*          *          &

I was attached to the Staff of General von Obernitz, General
Commanding the Fourteenth Army Corps, for the Imperial